
Kennedy Middle School Scheduling Information 

Elective Course Descriptions 

 
The following classes are offered as electives at Kennedy Middle School. Below each class is a course 

description that gives an overview of the content taught in each course. This overview is certainly not 

exhaustive in the content being covered, but it gives a brief synopsis to give a general idea of each course. 

 

Fine Arts Electives 
 

Art 

This semester long class challenges students at his/her own skill level to create artworks using a variety of art 

materials and techniques.  Teaching focuses on the elements & principles of art/design and the creative process.  

Students will be introduced to elements like shape, value and color, work through guided practice in class, then 

use what they learn to create art in their own artistic voice.  No previous art experience is required. 

Advanced Art 

This year long course offers students who completed Art 6 or Art 7 an opportunity to work on “real-world” art 

& design projects as well as independent portfolio work. Students will build on their own individual artistic 

voice and skill-set as well as learn new techniques while working through art & design problems that connect 

with graphic design, architecture, illustration and other art-related careers.  

Pre-requisite: Art 6, Art 7 or pre-approval by Ms. Christensen 

 

Introduction to Clay  
This class will offer students a chance to explore the use of clay and similar materials in a variety of projects: 

ceramic vessels, 3D clay “drawing”, sculpture, functional design and Claymation. Both beginning and 

experienced clay artists are welcome! No previous art experience is required. 
 

Band 

Band is open to students who already plays a band instrument. The curriculum is designed to further develop 

ensemble skills and to further technique on a given instrument, including a solid foundation of music theory 

concepts. Skills of sight-reading, ear training, and notating music are practiced in order to reach a certain level 

of musicianship. Critical and creative thinking skills and reflective practice are fostered at every rehearsal and 

allow for personal growth and development within the ensemble setting. Students will be required to perform on 

two after-school concerts and during football games.  

 

Beginning Band 

This is a year-long course that will introduce students to playing a musical instrument. No previous musical 

skill or training is required for this class. The curriculum is designed to develop ensemble skills and to further 

technique on a given instrument, including a solid foundation of music theory concepts. Skills of sight-reading, 

ear training, and notating music are practiced in order to reach a certain level of musicianship. Critical and 

creative thinking skills and reflective practice are fostered at every rehearsal and allow for personal growth and 

development within the ensemble setting. Students will be required to perform on two after-school concerts.  

 

Chorus 

Chorus is a semester long class that offers the opportunity to learn the letter names of the notes on the staff, 

different note values, and the basics of singing in a choral setting. This class will allow students to hear music 

from different genres and cultures that they may not have heard before.  

 

 

 

 



Theater 

This course will focus on the techniques, aspects and theories of acting through various activities including 

pantomime, improvisation, script analysis, monologues, voice, diction, and an introduction to theatre design. 

Students will perform in front of peers daily. This course will conclude with an in-class production.   

 

Music 

In general music, music literacy skills and American music are highlighted. Students will learn how to read and 

write music and will study of the history and development of American music, Rock ‘n’Roll, and/or Blues and 

Jazz. Students engage in learning activities online including research of bands or musicians, and their impact on 

these genres. A focus of such study is to enable students to make connections with how society is reflected in 

the music of the culture and times. Students share their knowledge in a variety of ways including podcasts, 

Keynote-style presentations, performing live and recorded compositions for one another, and presenting about a 

composer, musician, or band(s) life and contribution to music history. 

 

STEM Electives 
 

Fundamentals of Computing 

High School Credit (1 unit)—will count as Computer Science Credit towards high school graduation 

This course is designed to introduce students to the field of Computer Science through an exploration of 

engaging and accessible topics.  Through creativity and innovation, students will use critical thinking and 

problem-solving skills to implement projects that are relevant to students’ lives.  They will create a variety of 

computing artifacts while collaborating in terms.  Students will gain a fundamental understanding of the history 

and operation of communication, computers, programming, and web design.  Students will also be introduced to 

computing careers and will examine societal and ethical issues of computing. 

STEM—Cyber       

Grades 7 and 8 

STEM Cyber engages middle school students through a series of hands-on projects that help improve their 

problem-solving and critical-thinking skills. All projects seamlessly integrate the engineering design process 

which allows students to creatively explore STEM through design. This multi-grade level curricula utilizes 

liberal arts disciplines to provide meaning and depth to the content. Through STEM Cyber, students develop 

invaluable skills focusing on leadership, team-building, creativity, and communication. STEM Cyber’s modular 

nature provides ultimate flexibility to schools.  

Computer Applications 

Computer applications is a course designed to introduce students to software applications necessary to live and 

work in a technological society. The applications covered include word processing, database, spreadsheet, and 

presentation. In addition, students are taught the skills necessary to live in a technological world, including 

understanding copyright laws, proper netiquette, and on-line and workplace safety. Professionalism is a key life 

skill taught in Computer Applications, which encompasses resumes, dress code, work ethic, communication 

skills, community involvement, and respect. 

 

Physical Education 

 

PE 

Physical Education classes are designed to practice and develop skills in activities that will help students 

maintain fitness throughout their life. ... Students will understand the benefits that regular exercise can provide 

for a person's mental, physical, and social health. 
 

 

 

 



NJROTC 
During your time in NJROTC, you'll study the heritage and development of the United States Navy and the 

United States Marine Corps. You'll learn about the environment in which naval forces operate. You'll develop 

an understanding of the naval community and its missions, goals, and benefits. Most importantly, cadets have 

opportunities to take on command positions and exercise leadership skills. NJROTC also has a myriad of 

extracurricular events and competitions such as marksmanship, drill team, close order drill, summer training 

and in some locations, sailing instructions. Leadership is emphasized each year, and the coursework prepares 

cadets for positions in any military or civilian career. Classes cover military customs and courtesies, flag 

etiquette, instruction in marching for parades and ceremonies, rifle, drill, study habits, time management, first 

aid, communication skills, personnel counseling and fundamentals of financial planning, and personal and stress 

management. Studies will also include a review of exciting careers in the Navy. HONOR, COURAGE, 

COMMITMENT. 

While taking JROTC in the 8th grade does allow students to earn high school elective credit, it does not fulfill 

the physical education (PE) requirement for high school graduation. Students who successfully complete the 

8th-grade year will be invited to continue in JROTC in their 9th-grade year and can then earn their PE credit 

towards high school graduation. 

 

Foreign Language 

 

French 1-- High School Credit (1 unit) 

Grades: 7 and 8 

Prerequisite: English 1 is highly recommended and ability to read on or above grade level 

This course is an introduction to the French language and culture. It is designed to enable students to meet 

requirements for proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking. The ability to process new information, 

to be flexible in new situations, to solve real world tasks, and to develop self-efficacy will be developed through 

a variety of classroom activities. These activities will emphasize the products, practices and perspectives of the 

target culture. Oral and written communication in this class is essential and students will be evaluated through 

the integration of interpretive, interpersonal and presentational modes of communication. 

 

French 2-- High School Credit (1 unit) 

Grade 8 only 

Prerequisite: French 1 with a grade of C 

This course is a continuation of the study of French language and culture. It is designed to enable students to 

meet requirements for proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking at the Intermediate Low to High 

levels. The ability to process new information, to be flexible in new situations, to solve real world tasks, and to 

develop self-efficacy will be developed through a variety of classroom activities. These activities will 

emphasize the products, practices and perspectives of the target culture. Oral and written communication in this 

class is essential and students will be evaluated through the integration of interpretive, interpersonal and 

presentational modes of communication. 

 

German 1-- High School Credit (1 unit) 

Grade 8 only 

Prerequisite: English 1 is highly recommended and ability to read on or above grade level 

German I introduces students to the five C’s of foreign language learning:  communication, culture, 

connections, comparisons and communities.  Students learn the fundamental structures of the language by 

engaging in brief conversations, directed dialogues and a variety of oral activities.  In addition, short reading 

passages, aural comprehension, writing activities and grammar are integral components of the program.  The 

language lab and other technology serve as useful, creative and motivating tools to build language proficiency 

and cultural understanding. 



 

Spanish 1-- High School Credit (1 unit) 

Grades 7 and 8 

Prerequisite: English 1 is highly recommended and ability to read on or above grade level 

Spanish I will introduce students to the five C’s of foreign language learning:  communication, culture, 

connections, comparisons and communities.  This course will be challenging and require study and practice 

time outside of the classroom.  Spanish I students have projects, quizzes, tests, and exams.  Students are 

expected to speak in front of the class, and to speak as much Spanish as possible during class.  By the end of 

this course you will be able to hold basic conversations about familiar topics with very rehearsed and 

memorized phrases.   

Spanish 2-- High School Credit (1 unit) 

Grades 8 only 

Pre-requisite: Spanish 1 with a C 

Spanish I will build on the five C’s of foreign language learning:  communication, culture, connections, 

comparisons and communities.  This course will be challenging and require study and practice time outside of 

the classroom.  Spanish II students have projects, quizzes, tests, and exams.  Students are expected to speak in 

front of the class, and to speak as much Spanish as possible during class.  By the end of this course you will be 

able to hold basic conversations about familiar topics.   

 


