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INTRODUCTION TO THE MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 
 

The Mock Trial program is sponsored by the South Carolina Bar Law Related Education (LRE) 
Division. Public schools, private schools and home-schooled students throughout the state are invited 
to participate in this Middle School Mock Trial program. Each participating school enters a team 
ideally composed of 14 to 16 students (minimum of 6 students). Each team must have a teacher 
coach sponsor. The SC Bar LRE Division assists in locating attorney coaches to help teams prepare 
the case and provides the team with the Case Materials, the Competition Handbook, and other 
competition materials on the LRE Web site at www.scbar.org/lre    
 
The Mock Trial competitions are divided into regional competitions with a culminating state 
competition. A total of twelve teams advance from the regional competitions to participate in the state 
competition using the same case.  
 
Teams are officially assigned to a region after the drop date. Once a team is assigned to a region, the 
team cannot switch regions without the approval of the State Mock Trial Coordinator. (Regions are 
subject to be split based on courthouse capacity.) 
 
 
Middle School Mock Trial Competition Schedule 
Regionals  ................................................................................................. Saturday, November 10, 2018 

  (Conway, Georgetown, Greenville, and Lexington) 
 

State ...............................................................Friday & Saturday, November 30 and December 1, 2018 
(Richland) 

 
GOALS 
The goals of this program are, first and foremost, to educate students about the basis of our 
American judicial system and the mechanics of litigation. The program also serves to build bridges of 
mutual cooperation, respect, and support between the community and the legal profession. Through 
participation in the Mock Trial program, students increase important skills such as listening, speaking, 
writing, reading, and analyzing.  All participants are encouraged to keep in mind that the goal of the 
Mock Trial program is not to win for the sake of winning, but to learn and understand the meaning of 
good citizenship in a democratic republic through participation in our system of law and justice.  All 
who participate in the Mock Trial program are winners in this sense. 

Students – Your participation in Mock Trial will allow you to experience what it is like to prepare 
for and present a case before a presiding judge and scoring judges. Working with your team and 
coaches, you will learn to evaluate information and to respond quickly.  As you prepare, you will 
sharpen public speaking and presentation skills. The greatest benefit is the opportunity to learn 
how the legal system works. By studying and understanding courtroom procedure, you should 
become more comfortable with federal and state laws as part of the legal system. Your interaction 
with some of South Carolina’s finest attorneys and judges will give you a glimpse of the different 
interpretations of trial procedure and the different litigation styles of individual members in the legal 
arena. 
Teacher Coaches, Attorney Coaches, and/or Judges – We strongly encourage you to 
focus on the goal of student participation rather than placing an emphasis on winning while 
preparing for the competition. Your contribution of time and talent make many experiential 
educational opportunities available annually to South Carolina students. Your participation is a 
key element to the success of this program. You can be proud of the impact you will make on 
the lives of these students. 

 

 
DISCUSSION FORUM  
The Mock Trial discussion forum is a place to post questions concerning the content of the Case 
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Materials, the Competition Rules, and the competition. The discussion forum is located on the LRE 
website, click here.    
  
Once on the Discussion Forum Page, click on the Middle School Mock Trial Discussion Forum. From 
there you will be taken to a registration page. It can take up to 48 hours to gain access to the forum 
once registered. The forum should be checked often for postings. Responses posted to the questions 
could change Competition Rules, Case Materials, and/or competition specifics that apply on 
competition day. The discussion forum closes ten business days prior to a competition. 
 

 
HAVE MOCK TRIAL QUESTIONS? 
Attorney Coach Needed ..................................................................................................... Donald Lanier 
Case ................................................................................................................ Ask on Forum Discussion 
Competition ..................................................... Ask on Forum Discussion or Contact Cynthia H. Cothran 
Concerns ................................................................................................................... Cynthia H. Cothran 
Credit Card Payment .......................................................................................................... Donald Lanier 
Downloading Materials ....................................................................................................... Donald Lanier 
Forms ...................................................................................................................................... Marian Kirk 
Forum Registration ............................................................................................................. Donald Lanier 
General Questions ..................................................................................................... Cynthia H. Cothran 
Purchase Orders..................................................................................................................... Marian Kirk 
Registration ............................................................................................................................. Marian Kirk 
Training ................................................................................................................................... Marian Kirk 
Webinar Registration .......................................................................................................... Donald Lanier 
 
 
LAW RELATED EDUCATION DIVISION ............................................................... (803) 252-5139 
Cynthia H. Cothran, LRE Director ........................................................................... ccothran@scbar.org  
Marian Kirk, LRE Coordinator II ..................................................................................... mkirk@scbar.org 
Donald Lanier, LRE Manager ..................................................................................... dlanier@scbar.org 
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CASE SUMMARY 
 

 
 In December 2016, Plaintiff Gray Fields and son Charlie Fields relocated to South Carolina. 

Twelve-year-old Charlie was struggling to fit in at school and in his new neighborhood especially after 

relocating after the loss of a parent. As the school year finally came to a close, Charlie made friends 

and was engaged in more activities.  

Charlie’s neighborhood was built around a granite quarry. While the granite quarry was 

surrounded with a fence and “No Trespassing” signs, the kids in the neighborhood found a way in to 

enjoy the quarry filled with water especially on those hot days. With school out only a few days, 

several kids trespassed to the quarry lake to go swimming. Charlie was witnessed jumping off of a 

rope swing and never emerging from the jump. Charlie was found by one of the local kids. He hit his 

head on a subsurface rock ledge approximately five feet below the surface of the water. Charlie’s 

drowning was associated with a concussion, fractured skull, and a broken neck.  

  

 
 

This case background is not to be used as evidence in the case.  
It is provided for background purposes only. 
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PLEADINGS 

  



   

- 8 - 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COMPLAINT 

(A Complaint is the document that a Plaintiff files with the court to start a lawsuit. 
It contains the Plaintiff’s version of the facts of the case. 

A Plaintiff must prove the facts in the case. It is up to the jury to decide the facts.) 
 

AND 

 

ANSWER 

(An Answer is the document that a Defendant files in response to the Complaint. 
The Defendant must address each of the points in the Complaint 

and give his/her version of the facts.) 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF ROSS ) Case No. 2018-CP-12-1014 
 )
GRAY FIELDS, Individually, and  )
 as the personal representative )
 of the Estate of Charlie Fields )
 )
                 Plaintiff )
 ) COMPLAINT 
vs.  ) (Negligence / Wrongful Death)  
 )
BLUME DEVELOPMENT CORP., ) JURY TRIAL REQUESTED 
 )
                 Defendant. )

 
The Plaintiff, Gray Fields, individually and as the Personal Representative of the Estate of Charlie 
Fields, alleges that: 

 
(Negligence / Wrongful Death) 

1. Plaintiff Gray Fields is the parent and duly qualified, appointed, and acting personal 
representative of the Estate of Charlie Fields, (hereinafter “Decedent”). 
 

2. The Decedent, Charlie Fields, died on June 10, 2017. 
 

3. An autopsy and laboratory tests confirmed the death was associated with a concussion, fractured 
skull, and a broken neck. The Decedent, Charlie Fields, hit his head on a subsurface rock ledge 
approximately five feet below the surface of the water in a quarry owned and operated by 
Defendant Blume Development Corporation.  
 

4. The Decedent’s concussion, fractured skull, and a broken neck resulted from striking the rock 
ledge, which is not visible with the naked eye from the top of the ledge where the Decedent, 
Charlie Fields, was standing prior to entering the quarry lake. 
 

5. Decedent was a resident of the Town of Blume in Ross County, South Carolina.  
  

6. At the time of his death, June 10, 2017, Charlie Fields was 12 years old and in good health, with 
no expectation of a shortened lifespan.  
 

7. On information and belief, Cam Higbe is the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and owner of 
Defendant Corporation. 

8. Defendant had a duty to (among other things):  
a. Know the place where the condition exists in one that children are likely to trespass. 
b. Know or have reason to know or realize that the condition will involve an 

unreasonable risk of death or serious bodily harm to children. 
c. Know that children because of their youth do not realize the risk involved with coming 

into the area or the condition of the area. 
d. Know that keeping the condition is a smaller burden than getting rid of the danger to 

children. 
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e. Exercise reasonable care to get rid of the danger or otherwise protect the children 
who would be attracted to such condition. 

f. Exercise reasonable care to prevent harm to those like Decedent as it was 
foreseeable to Defendant that persons such as Decedent had been entering onto its 
premises and were likely to do so again.   

 
All of which were the direct and proximate cause of the injuries suffered by the Plaintiff’s 
Decedent, for which the Plaintiff is entitled to relief in the form of a judgment against the 
Defendant. 

9. Plaintiff is further informed and believed that because of the Defendant’s grossly negligent and 
willful conduct, the Plaintiff is also entitled to a judgment for punitive damages in an amount to be 
determined by the jury in accordance with the law and evidence in this case. 
 

10. As a result of the negligence of the Defendant, the Decedent, while he lived, suffered the 
following injuries and damages including conscious pain; suffering; loss of enjoyment of life; 
mental anguish and emotional distress; and exquisite anguish at the knowledge of impending 
death. 
 

11. Plaintiff seeks damages for the estate of the Decedent for the financial loss caused by 
Defendants’ breach of their Duties, and individually seeks damages for the emotional and 
physical injuries Plaintiff suffered as a result of the Decedent’s death caused by Defendants’ 
breach of their duties. 

 
 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff prays for judgment against the Defendant for such actual 
damages in an amount as determined by the jury, and for such other and further relief as this 
Honorable Court deems just and proper. 

 
Mitchell and McAbee, LLC  

Allison Mitchell  
 

Allison Mitchell 
Attorney for the Plaintiff 
P.O. Box 5143, Blume, SC 29999 

 
 
Blume, South Carolina 
July 30, 2018 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF ROSS ) Case No. 2018-CP-12-1014 

 )
GRAY FIELDS, Individually, and  )
 as the personal representative )
 of the Estate of Charlie Fields )
 )
                 Plaintiff )
 )
vs.  ) ANSWER 
 )
BLUME DEVELOPMENT CORP., ) 

)
 

                 Defendant. )
  
The Defendant in this matter, answering the Plaintiff’s Complaint, would respectfully show that: 
 

FOR A FIRST DEFENSE 

1. Each and every allegation in the Plaintiff’s Complaint, unless specifically admitted herein, is 
denied. 
 

2. Admits the allegations of Paragraph 1. 
 

3. Admits the allegations of Paragraph 2. 
 

4. Lacks sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the allegations of Paragraph 3, and 
therefore, denies the same. 
 

5. Lacks sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the allegations of Paragraph 4, and 
therefore, denies the same. 
 

6. Admits the allegations of Paragraph 5. 
 

7. Lacks sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the allegations of Paragraph 6, and 
therefore, denies the same. 
 

8. Admits the allegations of Paragraph 7. 
 

9. Denies the allegations of Paragraph 8.  
 

10. Denies the allegations of Paragraph 9.    
 

11. Denies the allegations of Paragraph 10. 
 

12. Denies the allegations of Paragraph 11.   
 

13. Denies that Plaintiff is entitled to the requested relief contained in the unnumbered “wherefore” 
paragraph. 
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FOR A SECOND DEFENSE 
(Comparative Negligence) 

14. Further answering the Complaint, the Defendant alleges that any injury and damage sustained by 
the Plaintiff’s Decedent was caused by the negligence or willfulness of the Plaintiff’s Decedent 
combining, concurring, and contributing with the negligence or willfulness, if any, on the part of 
the Defendant. Because the Plaintiff’s Decedent’s negligence or willfulness is greater than the 
alleged negligence or willfulness of the Defendant, the Plaintiff is barred from recovery against 
the Defendant. 

FOR A THIRD DEFENSE 
(Comparative Negligence—Less than 50%) 

15. Further answering the Complaint, the Defendant alleges any injuries and damages sustained by 
the Plaintiff’s Decedent were caused by the negligence or willfulness of the Plaintiff’s Decedent 
combining, concurring, and contributing with the negligence or willfulness, if any, on the part of 
the Defendant. Therefore, the Court should reduce any recovery awarded to the Plaintiff for the 
alleged injuries and damage based upon the percentage of negligence or willfulness attributed to 
the Plaintiff’s Decedent. 

 

FOR A FOURTH DEFENSE 
(Lack of Duty to Trespasser) 

16. The Defendant would show that it owed no duty to the Plaintiff’s Decedent, who was a trespasser, 
except to refrain from intentional injury or willful and wanton conduct. Decedent crossed a barrier 
fence, clearly marked “No Trespassing,” and entered onto the property of Defendant without 
permission. Decedent’s injury did not result from any intentional or willful and wanton conduct of 
Defendant and therefore Plaintiff is barred from recovery in this action. 

 
 WHEREFORE, having fully answered the Plaintiff’s Complaint, this Defendant prays that the 
Complaint be dismissed with costs awarded to the Defendant and for such other and further relief as 
the Court may deem just and proper 
 
 The defendant demands a jury trial. 
 
 
 

Blue and Associates, PA 
 

Sara R. Blue   
Sara Renee Blue 
Attorney for the Defendant 
P.O. Box 3423, Blume, SC 29999 

 
Blume, South Carolina 
August 18, 2018  
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF ROSS ) Case No. 2018-CP-12-1014 
 )
GRAY FIELDS, Individually, and  )
 as the personal representative )
 of the Estate of Charlie Fields )
 )
                 Plaintiff )
 )
vs.  ) STIPULATIONS 
 )
BLUME DEVELOPMENT CORP., )
 )
                 Defendant. )

  
The parties agree and stipulate to the following: 
 
Stipulations: 

1. This case is governed by the laws of the State of South Carolina. The parties are bound by the 
law set forth in the Jury Charges. The parties may not argue or present any statutory or case law 
other than what is cited in the Jury Charges. 

2. There are no defects in the pleadings. The Defendant has properly appeared and answered. 
The Court has jurisdiction over the parties. All questions of fact are being submitted to the 
jury. Questions of law will be decided by the Court. No law may be argued other than what is 
contained in the Jury Charges in the Case Materials. [1]  

3. This case has been bifurcated (separated). The only matter to be decided in this trial is liability. 
Damages, if any, will be decided at a later proceeding. 

4. All exhibits included in the Case Materials are authentic and are accurate copies of the originals. 
No objections to the authenticity of the exhibits will be entertained. The only exhibits to be used 
at the trial are those included in the Case Materials provided by the SC Bar.  

5. The signatures on the witness statements and all other documents are authentic and signed 
under oath by each witness.  

6. No witness may be examined or cross-examined as to the contents of anything not included in 
the Case Materials. This includes, but is not limited to, information found on the Internet, social 
media, books, magazines, and/or other publications. 

7. The charge of the Court is accurate in all respects, and no objections to the charge will be 
entertained. 

8. Witnesses who reference exhibits in their affidavits are familiar with the contents of the entire 
exhibit. 

 

                                                      
[1] This means no additional legal research may be presented at the Mock Trial proceedings. 
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9. The decedent, Charlie Fields, died from injuries he sustained in a quarry lake. The Defendant, 
Blume Development Corporation, is the owner of the land on which the quarry lake is located. 
The quarry lake is an “artificial condition.” 

10. The entirety of Exhibit #1 is the Defendant’s master development plan for the 1,200-acre 
property on which the quarry lake is located. All witnesses are familiar and may reference this 
exhibit. 

11. The decedent, Charlie Fields, was a “trespasser” on Defendant’s land in that he entered onto the 
land without a legal right to do so. 

12. The decedent, Charlie Fields, was a 12-year old “child” at the time of his death. 

13. Rhonda Riley, the Defendant’s secretary, died two months before trial due to a stroke. 

14. Madison Wells in not available to testify. His parents moved Madison and his siblings to Ireland. 

15. The autopsy of Charlie Fields is not in dispute and offers no probative value and is therefore not 
available at trial. 

16. All work orders submitted by Bennie Martin were confirmed and matched to the security log 
reports. Submission of work orders are not in question. 

17. If Gray Fields is played by a female and re-married as stated in the affidavit, then Gray Fields 
still goes by the last name of Fields. 

18. Raven Marks was interviewed following the death of Charlie Fields, and had nothing substantive 
to offer to the case, and as such, her testimony is not necessary. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF ROSS ) Case No. 2018-CP-12-1014 
 )
GRAY FIELDS, Individually, and  )
 as the personal representative )
 of the Estate of Charlie Fields )
 )
                 Plaintiff )
 )
vs.  )
 )
BLUME DEVELOPMENT CORP., ) JURY INSTRUCTIONS 
 )
                 Defendant. )
  

Note:  
Jury instructions are NOT to be read to the jury on the  

day of the Mock Trial Competition. 
 

 
The Court hereby approves the following preliminary jury instructions in the above captioned 
case. It notes the presentation of evidence at trial may warrant additional instructions, and it will 
consider those instructions at a later date. 
 

A. Bifurcated Trial 
The parties agree that the only issue to be decided is liability. If liability is found, the parties 
agree to have a separate hearing to decide damages. This means that you will decide only 
the liability in this trial, and you are not to consider the amount of award, if any.  
 

B. The Jury:  Finders of the Facts 
Under our Constitution and Code of Laws, only you – the jury – can make the findings of fact 
in this case. I am not permitted to tell you how I feel about the evidence which has been 
presented. And, throughout this trial, I have intended to be fair and impartial toward each of 
the parties involved. 
 
To determine the facts in this case, you will have to evaluate the credibility – or believability 
of witnesses. You are the sole judges of the credibility of the witnesses, and, in passing 
upon their credibility, you may take into consideration many things, such as: 

 
(1) How would you describe the appearance and manner of the witness on the stand, 

sometimes referred to as the demeanor of the witness? 

(2) Was the witness forthright or hesitant? 

(3) Was the witness' testimony consistent, or did it contain discrepancies? 

(4) What was the ability of the witness to know the facts about which he or she testified? 

(5) Did the witness have a cause or a reason to be biased and prejudiced in favor of the 
testimony he or she gave? 
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(6) Was the testimony of the witness corroborated or made stronger by other testimony 
and evidence, or was it made weaker or impeached by such other testimony and 
evidence? 

 

You can believe as much or as little of each witness' testimony as you think proper. You 
may believe the testimony of a single witness against that of many witnesses – or just the 
opposite. 
 
Of course, you do not determine the truth merely by counting the number of witnesses 
presented by each side. Throughout this process you have but one objective – to seek the 
truth, regardless of its source. 

  

C. Circumstantial Evidence 
 There are two types of evidence generally presented during a trial – direct evidence and 

circumstantial evidence. Direct evidence is the testimony of a person who asserts or claims 
to have actual knowledge of a fact, such as an eyewitness. Circumstantial evidence is proof 
of a chain of facts and circumstances indicating the existence of a fact in issue. The law 
makes absolutely no distinction between the weight or value to be given to either direct or 
circumstantial evidence. Nor is a greater degree of certainty required of circumstantial 
evidence than of direct evidence.   

 

  You should weigh all the evidence in the case in arriving at a verdict. 
  

D. The Judge:  Instructor of the Law 
 The same Constitution and laws which designate and make you the finders of the facts also 

make me the instructor of the law. You must accept the law as I give it to you. If I am wrong, 
there is another place and time for that error to be corrected. But for now, you must accept 
the law as I give it to you – and I caution you that it does not mean what you think the law 
should be, but what I tell you it is. 
 

E. Elements of a Cause of Action 
 To state a cause of action against a Defendant, the law requires a Plaintiff to set out in his 

or her complaint the essential claims which make up that Cause of Action. In his or her 
complaint, the Plaintiff in this action has set forth the essential claims of each cause of 
action, each of which is denied by the Defendant.  

 

F. Defenses 
 In the Answer to the Plaintiff's Complaint, the Defendant has set forth various defenses. 
 
 The first defense is what is called a qualified general denial. By this defense, the Defendant 

admits the truthfulness of certain claims – such as the time and date of the occurrence – but 
denies each and every claim that would make the Defendant responsible for the Plaintiff's 
injuries. By doing this, the Defendant is placing upon the Plaintiff the burden of proving 
those necessary elements, which will be discussed later. 

 
 In addition to this qualified general denial, the Defendant puts forth defenses to the 

particular Causes of Action. Those will be discussed with the specific Causes of Action.     
 

G. Burden of Proof 
 The Plaintiff has the burden of proof on his or her cause of action. He or she must meet this 

burden by proving his or her claims by the preponderance – or the greater weight – of the 
evidence. So, what do we mean by the greater weight of the evidence?  Simply this. 
Imagine a traditional set of scales. When the case begins, the scales are even. After all the 
evidence has been presented, if the scales remain even or if they tip – ever so slightly – in 
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favor of the other side, then the proponents will have failed to meet the burden of proof, and 
your verdict should be for the other side. 

 
If, on the other hand, the scales tip – no matter how slightly – in favor of the proponents, 
then they will have met the burden of proof, and your verdict would be for the proponents. 
 

 Of course, there is no way to weigh evidence, except through the exercise of your good 
common sense and judgment. It is entirely a mental process – and the evidence you should 
give the most weight to is that which convinces you of its truth, regardless of the source 
from which it comes. 

 

H.  Impartial Jury 
 You have been sworn to give all parties in this case a fair and impartial trial, and when you 

have done so, you will have complied with your oath, and no one will have a right to 
criticize your verdict. You must not be influenced by opinions or expressions of opinion you 
may have heard outside of this courtroom, but rather should base your verdict only on the 
testimony of the sworn witnesses who took the stand, along with the other evidence.   

 
 You must not be swayed by caprice, passion, prejudice or sympathy for or against any of 

the parties in this case. Remember, you have no friends to reward or enemies to punish, 
and all parties are entitled to a fair and impartial trial at your hands. 

I. Unlawful Entry into Enclosed Places Statute, S.C. Code 16-11-640.    
It shall be unlawful for any person not an occupant, owner or invitee to enter any private 
property enclosed by walls or fences with closed gates. The provisions of this section shall 
not apply to any justifiable emergency entry or to premises which are not posted with 
clearly visible signs prohibiting trespass upon the enclosed premises. The provisions of this 
section are supplemental to existing law relating to trespass and punishment therefor. Any 
person who violates the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two 
hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 

J. Premises Liability 
Because the decedent child, Charlie Fields, was a trespasser upon Defendant’s land, and 
because the court has concluded that there is no evidence that the Defendant willfully 
caused the decedent’s injury, Defendant is liable for injury to the child only if the jury finds 
that the Plaintiff has proven by a preponderance of the evidence that: 
 

1. The place where the condition exists is one where the Defendant knows or 
has reason to know that children are likely to trespass. 

2. The condition is one the Defendant knows, or has reason to know, and 
realizes, or should realize will involve an unreasonable risk of death or 
serious bodily harm to children. 

3. The children because of their youth do not discover the condition or realize 
the risk involved in interfering with the condition or coming into the area 
made dangerous by the condition. 

4. The usefulness to the Defendant of keeping the condition and the burden of 
getting rid of the danger are small compared to the risk to children. 

5. The Defendant did not exercise reasonable care to get rid of the danger or 
otherwise protect the children. 
 

Element (1) is not in dispute. 
 
However, notwithstanding the Plaintiff having proved the preceding elements, if the 
Defendant proves its affirmative defense by a preponderance of the evidence, that is, that 
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the injured child, due to his age and maturity, was capable of discovering the hazardous 
condition or realizing that jumping or diving into the quarry lake could result in serious 
injury, then you, the jury, must determine what degree of fault, if any, lies with the 
Decedent under the law of Comparative Negligence and Assumption of the risk.  

K. Comparative Negligence / Assumption of the Risk 
All persons have a duty to exercise due care to prevent harm to themselves. What is “due 
care” will depend upon the circumstances. Here, if you, the jury, determine that the 
Decedent was 1) capable of perceiving and understanding the risk of injury to himself by 
engaging in the activity which caused his injury, 2) actually did perceive and understand 
the nature of the risk, 3) voluntarily exposed himself to the risk, and 4) doing so violated 
the duty of due care under the circumstances, you should determine what percentage of 
negligence, if any, should be assigned to Decedent. 

L. Verdict Form 
 A copy of the Verdict Form approved by the Court is attached hereto as Appendix.  

 
You will notice that the Verdict Form does not ask the jury to determine the amount of 
damages. This is because the liability portion of the lawsuit and the damages portion of the 
lawsuit have been bifurcated (separated). This jury is charged only with determining the 
factual questions on the Verdict Form. If applicable, the extent of any damages award will 
be decided in another phase of this trial. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF ROSS ) Case No. 2018-CP-12-1014 
 )
GRAY FIELDS, Individually, and  )
 as the personal representative )
 of the Estate of Charlie Fields )
 )
                 Plaintiff )
 )
vs.  ) APPENDIX A 
 ) JURY VERDICT FORM 
BLUME DEVELOPMENT CORP., )
 )
                 Defendant. )
  
We, the jury, find as follows: 
 

1. Is the Defendant liable under the law regarding Premises Liability, as explained to you in the 
Jury Instructions? 

  YES  NO 

If “Yes,” proceed to Question #2. If “No,” end here. 

 
 

2. Was the Decedent also at fault under the law of Comparative Negligence and Assumption of 
the Risk, as explained to you in the Jury Instructions? 

  YES  NO 

 
 If “Yes,” proceed to Question #3. If “No,” end here. 
 
 

3. What is the proportion of the Parties’ fault? (Total must equal 100%.) 

  ______% Defendant 

  ______% Plaintiff 

   

 
 
   
 Jury Foreperson Signature 
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WITNESS LISTING 
 
 

PLAINTIFF 

Gray Fields Plaintiff / Parent of Deceased 

Avery Marks Concerned Citizen 

Terry Sutton              Swimmer 

 
 

DEFENSE 

Cam Higbe    Defendant / CEO 

Bennie Martin    Employee 

Sid Galvin                                            Charlie’s Friend 
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Affidavit of   

GRAY FIELDS (Plaintiff / Parent of Deceased) 

 

1. My name is Gray Fields. I am 37 years old. I graduated from the University 1 

of South Carolina (USC) with a degree in web development. Britton and I met in 2 

graduate school and married soon after. Next to marrying Britton, July 1, 2004, was the 3 

best day of my life when Charlie was born. Unfortunately, I lost Britton in 2016 and now 4 

my son, Charlie. They both meant the world to me. I have been a website designer for 5 

many years, but since I got my last promotion at Parks Cellular, I now supervise more 6 

than I design. My team is in charge of designing the web pages on the Parks Cellular 7 

website to promote a new smart phone coming out next June. I used to be more excited 8 

about big releases until Charlie died.  9 

2. Losing a parent to cancer in December 2016 was hard for Charlie. The 10 

worst, of course, was losing Britton to one of those horrible cancer deaths. Getting 11 

through that time was hard on the both of us. Those last two months, Charlie dropped 12 

out of all school activities: chess club, math club, Boy Scouts, skateboarding, and even 13 

swim team. At twelve years old and in the sixth grade, he was the youngest kid to ever 14 

make the medley relay swim team. We spent a lot of time at the hospital with Britton.  15 

Charlie would sit, and study and I would try to get some work done. I was grateful my 16 

job allowed me to work remotely on my laptop doing website design instead of having to 17 

be in the office all the time. Neither of us regretted for a minute the time we spent at the 18 

hospital with Britton, but it was emotionally and physically draining for Charlie and me. 19 

3. Right after Britton died, I asked for a transfer here to Parks Cellular 20 

headquarters in Blume, South Carolina, relocating from Minnesota. It was an 21 
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opportunity for a promotion, and we really needed to get away from painful memories. It 22 

was the middle of the school year for Charlie with fall semester just ending in December 23 

2016. Charlie had to leave behind his old school and all of his friends, but we needed a 24 

new start. I enrolled him for the start of the January semester at Springs Academy, a K-25 

12 school. I was overwhelmed trying to learn all the ins and outs of my new assignment 26 

here. I could not work from home any longer because now I was supervising an entire 27 

design team, so Charlie was on his own a lot more often than I liked. It was a rushed 28 

move, and we did not have time to search for a house. So, we took a temporary 29 

apartment in the Westwood Apartments, which is marked on Exhibit #1. We were going 30 

to start house-hunting when I could take my first vacation in August. 31 

4. At least there were lots of other kids around. Charlie started to make some 32 

friends, especially Sid Galvin. I liked Charlie hanging out with Sid because Sid seemed 33 

like a sensible and well-rounded kid. Charlie said he was beginning to like his new 34 

school too. He managed to finish the year with A’s and B’s, which was a small miracle 35 

given all he had been through. He had begun to show some interest in activities with the 36 

other kids for the first time in a long time. I thought Charlie was beginning to come out of 37 

a dark place, and I was so relieved and happy when he started laughing and joking 38 

around with me again. His new found joy made it a lot easier for me to begin getting 39 

past my own grief and loss of Britton and be there more for him emotionally. 40 

5. We both knew about the old granite quarry south of the apartments. When 41 

I rented our apartment, the agent made sure to point out how beautiful the quarry lake 42 

was. The agent said there was a fence around the entire quarry lake. It sounded safe 43 

enough to me, so I did not worry about the quarry lake when the agent mentioned it. 44 
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Both the Westwood Apartments and Town Lake have newsletters. The newsletters for 45 

Westwood Apartments were once a month and Town Lake’s was every two weeks. I 46 

never saw anything in any of those newsletters warning about the dangers of the quarry 47 

lake. Certainly, if I had seen something, I would have taken the time to warn Charlie 48 

about its dangers. I have heard that Cam Higbe, the developer for Town Lake, says the 49 

homeowner’s association inside Town Lake was notified about keeping away from the 50 

quarry, but I never saw any proof. 51 

6. After school was out for the summer in 2017, I hoped Charlie would get 52 

involved with some community activities like we had back home in Minnesota. But, I 53 

was too busy to take time off for us to volunteer at the food bank like we had back 54 

home. The neighbors here did not know Charlie well enough to hire him to help with 55 

yard work like the folks back in Minnesota. But, I knew Charlie was spending more and 56 

more time outside with the neighborhood kids. When I asked, Charlie always said they 57 

were at Town Lake Park, riding bikes, or at the skateboard park. Honestly, I was a little 58 

worried about the skateboard park because I had seen Charlie try some stunts, which 59 

looked kind of dangerous to me back home. Charlie was always trying to impress his 60 

friends. He took one really bad spill in Minnesota trying to do this ridiculous stunt the 61 

older kids were doing and got a few stitches on his elbow and chin. But Charlie still kept 62 

skateboarding – that was my son, always persistent. Charlie started skateboarding 63 

again here, and while he did come home now and then with some scrapes and bruises, 64 

there were no stitches or broken bones. I figured he was either being more careful or 65 

not falling as much.  66 

7. Charlie never told me they were going to the quarry lake to swim, so it 67 
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never even crossed my mind to worry about the place, even after one of the neighbors 68 

said they saw some older kids sneaking into the quarry lake. I still feel guilty for not 69 

pressing Charlie harder about what all the kids were “really” doing. I could not believe 70 

he would actually do something so dangerous or lie to me about it. Of course, if Blume 71 

Development Corporation had put a proper fence up and hired more than just one lazy 72 

security guard, then they certainly could have prevented Charlie’s death. 73 

8. Getting the call from the police on June 10, 2017, while I was at work was 74 

the worst day of my life. I was notified that Charlie had jumped off a cliff in the quarry 75 

lake. When he did not come up, some kids pulled him out and along with the EMT’s 76 

attempted to revive him. The EMT’s took him to the hospital where he was pronounced 77 

dead. I later met with the coroner’s office who confirmed his death was associated with 78 

a concussion, a fractured skull, and a broken neck. Leading up to when Britton died, we 79 

had lots of time to talk about the illness, prepare for the impending worst day of our 80 

lives, and say our goodbyes. But when Charlie died, it was like his story just got 81 

chopped off in the middle of a sentence – no warning or even a hint the day would be 82 

something other than just an ordinary day. Charlie was only twelve years old and three 83 

weeks away from his thirteenth birthday on July 1st. My son had come through so much 84 

of a dark time with Britton’s passing, and he was becoming himself again. He had his 85 

whole life ahead of him. I was looking forward to so many more wonderful things in his 86 

life: his first car, graduation, college, career choices, travel, marriage, kids…. now none 87 

of it will ever happen. No parent should have to bury their child. 88 

9. Charlie was so happy to have found some new friends to do things with. 89 

And, I am sure Charlie’s passing has been hard on those kids too. I hope none of them 90 



  Gray Fields 

- 26 -  

feel guilty or responsible for this. I am doing enough of that myself for everyone. And, I 91 

still blame Blume Development Corporation. 92 

10. Let me further add, no one ever showed me pictures of the fence with the 93 

holes in it. I do not know who took them, or if any pictures like them existed because no 94 

one ever showed me Exhibits #2-A and #2-B until after Charlie died. I keep wondering 95 

who lets their property or a security fence get into such disrepair. 96 

11. I got re-married in August of 2018. Through the marriage, I have gained a 97 

spouse and two children, a boy and a girl – twelve and nine respectively. We are also 98 

looking forward to adopt more children in the future. 99 

12. Higbe had the audacity to offer naming the quarry lake after Charlie as 100 

some kind of half-hearted apology for letting my son die on Higbe’s property. I said no 101 

and have not spoken to Higbe since. 102 

 
 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 
 
 Signed, 

 Gray Fields  
 Gray Fields 
 
SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 2018 
Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

 Anthony Roberts   
 Anthony Roberts, Notary Public  
 State of South Carolina  
 My Commission Expires:  10/24/20 
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Affidavit of 
AVERY MARKS (Concerned Citizen) 

 

1. My name is Avery Marks. I am 45 years old. I currently live at the corner of 1 

135th Street and Southberry Lane near Town Lake Elementary School here in Blume. 2 

We were one of the first residents to move into Town Lake in late 2015. I live here with 3 

my spouse and two teenage daughters. Kat is fifteen years old and Raven is thirteen. 4 

My family and I live in a house not far from the Westwood Apartments where Gray 5 

Fields lives, which runs alongside Southberry Lane. After I graduated from the Blume 6 

Business and Technology Institute with a joint masters in criminal justice and forensic 7 

accounting, my spouse and I decided to stay in Blume and raise our daughters here. 8 

Up until a few years ago, I used to be a senior Certified Public Accountant (CPA) at the 9 

prestigious accounting firm Crain, Lemming & Todd. I am kind of a stickler for rules, and 10 

auditing companies was getting old for me. So, I decided to retire early and start my 11 

own business as a private investigator. I even got a “private eye” license through the 12 

State Law Enforcement Division (SLED). Now I run my own business – Nozy Neighbor, 13 

Inc. – from the comfort of my own living room. As you can imagine, my two kids cannot 14 

stand having Sherlock Homes as a parent. 15 

2. Anyway, Charlie Fields attended Springs Academy with both of my girls. 16 

Kat and Raven rode the same school bus with Charlie every morning. At school, Charlie 17 

seemed like a very respectful, responsible, and smart kid. Raven even told me he was a 18 

Boy Scout. You see, I volunteer part-time as the Treasurer for the Parent-Teacher 19 

Association (PTA) at Springs and have seen Charlie Fields’s name on the class honor 20 

roll before. I also handed him an award for winning on the Chess Team at the Student 21 
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Awards Reception, which is sponsored by the PTA. It was a different story outside of 22 

school though. I had seen Charlie around the neighborhood several times, but never 23 

actually spoke to his parent, Gray Fields. I guess Gray was too busy to make it to PTA 24 

meetings. Based on what I have heard from my girls, Charlie and Gray recently moved 25 

here from Minnesota. I also did some asking around and it looks like Gray’s job caused 26 

long hours away from supervising Charlie after school. Gray’s long hours probably 27 

explains why I always saw Charlie skateboarding late at night on people’s private 28 

property – you know – jumping off stairs, railings, and going down some of the 29 

neighbor’s steep driveways. One time, while I was keeping “watch” from my front porch, 30 

I saw Charlie smear wax all over the elementary school’s curb, launch his skateboard 31 

onto it, and then slide all the way down into the cross-street. Shockingly, Charlie did not 32 

flinch at the on-coming traffic. 33 

3. For a young man on the honor roll and chess team, Charlie sure took a lot 34 

of risks. Did I forget to mention I also run the community neighborhood watch? I am the 35 

only member of the neighborhood watch right now, but I feel like the numbers will get 36 

better as more subdivisions are built. 37 

4. A few months ago, I was about to finish up my nightly neighborhood patrol 38 

when I caught Charlie and a few other kids red-handed throwing toilet-paper in my own 39 

front yard. It was on a school night and past ten o’clock – maybe even midnight. The 40 

kids ran off after someone threw an egg at me. They must have targeted me since I am 41 

the neighborhood patrol.  42 

5. Charlie is not the only troublemaker we have in the neighborhood. I have 43 

seen other kids, some a few years older than Charlie, racing their bikes down Chalk 44 
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Lane and Marble Drive, which go right past the quarry lake. These kids race their bikes 45 

down the hill into the woods where Blume Development Corporation is planning on 46 

building the flashy new subdivisions. The new subdivisions are being called Enclave 47 

and Estates, as shown on the map marked as Exhibit #1. Now that I think about it, I bet 48 

those two neighborhoods will be great for our neighborhood watch recruitment once 49 

houses are built. An increase in recruitment should happen soon. I have a pretty good 50 

handle on how land development works having watched it go up all around me, which 51 

means houses go up overnight. Anyway, if you ask me, my best guess is these kids 52 

would joyride their bikes down Chalk Lane or Marble Drive and cut into the wooded area 53 

to go explore or vandalize the quarry lake. There always seemed to be kids 54 

getting through the quarry lake fence, which is why I included it on my walk arounds. 55 

6. It is incredibly sad about what happened to Charlie. Being a parent of two 56 

teenage daughters, I have always been concerned about keeping my girls safe and the 57 

neighborhood safe as a whole. In my opinion, that stupid quarry lake has always been a 58 

danger zone. I will never understand why the city did not force Blume Development to 59 

fill it in or drain it. Not draining the quarry lake was such a stupid business decision if 60 

you ask me. I was impressed at first when I saw a security guard on duty also walking 61 

around the quarry lake during one of my “watch” patrols. But, me being impressed with 62 

the development changed very quickly when I saw some two feet by three feet “No 63 

Trespassing” signs torn and holes in the fence surrounding the quarry lake not being 64 

fixed by Cam Higbe, the Blume Development CEO. The “No Trespassing” signs looked 65 

like the one marked as Exhibit #5. Anyway, what good is a fence with holes in it? I 66 

decided to get some evidence myself by taking pictures with my cell phone, which are 67 
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marked as Exhibits #2-A and #2-B.  68 

7. I tried warning the security guard, Bennie Martin, that someone would do 69 

something stupid and the holes in the fence needed fixing, but Martin shrugged, and 70 

told me, “I report every hole I see.” The next morning, I drove over to Higbe’s office and 71 

handed printed pictures of the damaged fence, Exhibits #2-A and #2-B, to the secretary 72 

behind the front desk. I could not believe she told me point blank, “We know about the 73 

signs and the torn fence line. Do not worry about it.” I am not sure what she did with the 74 

pictures I gave her. Instead, I should have demanded to speak with Higbe personally. In 75 

fact, if it were up to me, I would have built a guard tower overlooking the quarry lake 76 

with a full-time security guard reporting twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. A 77 

live-streaming security feed and/or alarm trip-wires would have been reasonable too. I 78 

mean, at a minimum, the least Higbe could have done was hold a town hall with the 79 

neighborhood watch, the homeowner’s association, and the PTA about the dangers of 80 

the quarry lake. I say PTA because the parents of those kids should be informed. 81 

8. After I realized Blume Development was not fixing the torn fence line and 82 

no trespassing signs, I told Kat and Raven to stay away from exploring the woods by 83 

the quarry lake. I even distributed the pictures I took to the rest of the neighborhood, the 84 

homeowner’s association, and the PTA the same week. As far as I knew at the time, my 85 

daughters did not go anywhere near the quarry lake. The very next week Charlie died. I 86 

wish Raven had told Charlie to stay away from the quarry lake like I had told her. A 87 

smart kid like Charlie would have listened to Raven. 88 

9. When I think about everything I have said for this statement, perhaps I 89 

was a little exaggerated when describing Charlie Fields. While I saw him doing things I 90 
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would not do, or would not let my girls do, he did not do anything you would call “death 91 

defying.” I even saw him once jump off his skateboard landing into the grass to avoid 92 

slamming into a wall. 93 

10. You can imagine how stunned I was to find out that my Raven was at the 94 

quarry lake the day Charlie died. She came home and told me what happened to 95 

Charlie. I had her repeat what she said to me a second time, but much slower to confirm 96 

what happened. Believe me – we had a long talk about it. Raven said she was walking 97 

around the top of the quarry lake inside the fence watching other kids jump. She had 98 

turned to head back home when she noticed some kids were panicking and trying to 99 

find one of the jumpers. She ran over to the beach front where they were pulling Charlie 100 

out to see if she could help. Raven said she gave Charlie mouth-to-mouth in an attempt 101 

to revive him. I guess her CPR course she took for babysitting paid off. While I am proud 102 

of Raven for trying to save Charlie, I am still furious about her being there. Raven has 103 

joined my neighbor-hood watch and makes nightly patrols around the area three times a 104 

week with me.  105 

11. I cannot remember exactly when I took the pictures that are marked as 106 

Exhibits #2-A and #2-B. When I printed them, so I could give copies to Blume 107 

Development, they must have been accidentally deleted off of my phone, so I cannot go 108 

back and see the exact date when they were taken. I also could not find any record of 109 

me calling Bennie Martin at the number listed on the “No Trespassing” signs like the 110 

one marked as Exhibit #5, but I am pretty sure I called Martin at least once. 111 

12. I understand Blume Development claims to have been at a PTA meeting, 112 

but they never showed up at any of the PTA meetings I attended! I may have missed 113 
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one monthly PTA meeting during the whole school year in 2016/2017.     114 

 

 
 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
 

I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 
 
 Signed, 

 Avery Marks  

 Avery Marks 
 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 2018 
Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

   William Smith    
 William Smith, Notary Public  
 State of South Carolina  
 My Commission Expires:  12/08/23
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Affidavit of 
TERRY SUTTON (Swimmer) 

 

1. My name is Terry Sutton, but my friends call me “Hashtag,” or “Hash” for 1 

short because I tweet all the time. I am hooked on tweeting. I am 17 years old and a 2 

junior at Springs Academy. I cannot wait to graduate, since I have been going to 3 

Springs since kindergarten. I am the captain of the swim team at Springs. I live with my 4 

parents and two annoying siblings – one sister and one brother. I am the oldest. We live 5 

in the Eastwood Apartments here in Blume. #homeiswheretheheartis. 6 

2. When classes got out for the summer last year, it was hotter than usual, 7 

which is saying a lot for South Carolina. Anyway, on Wednesday night, June 7, 2017, I 8 

tweeted out to my friends about it being hot outside. The next two days I watched for the 9 

security guard, Bennie Martin, to make the rounds. It was not hard to watch for security 10 

since the security office was right down the street from my place. I could watch for the 11 

truck to go by or ride my bike by the security office to see if the noisy green security 12 

truck was there. I could hear that truck coming before it was ever in sight. By that Friday 13 

night, I was ready to make Saturday all about swimming at the quarry lake and tweeted 14 

to meet up Saturday, June 10, 2017. It was not unusual for us to swim there. Besides, I 15 

wanted to practice my back stroke. The quarry lake is not far from my house, so me and 16 

three of my friends walked to the quarry lake after lunch. I did not take the picture, but I 17 

would agree the picture of the quarry lake where we went is marked as Exhibit #3.  18 

3. The quarry is full of water, so everyone knows it as the quarry lake. I am 19 

told it has been there for years. Nobody knows how deep it is, but it is plenty deep 20 

enough that you can jump into the water off the 20 or 25-foot cliff into the water where 21 
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the “X” is marked on the map identified as Exhibit #1. The cliff is outrageously scary for 22 

the inexperienced. The quarry lake is surrounded by an 8-foot chain-link fence with a 23 

couple of “No Trespassing” signs on it like the picture marked as Exhibit #5. The fence 24 

is easy enough to get through. The metal things holding the fence to one of the posts 25 

had been cut off, so all we had to do was pull the fence open and slide through, like the 26 

pictures marked as Exhibits #2-A and #2-B. When we would leave the quarry lake, we 27 

made sure to push the fence back against the post, so it looked normal again. It was 28 

such a cinch to get in and out.  #cinch    29 

4. The quarry lake is not guarded all the time, or we would not be swimming 30 

in it – not to say that Martin has not chased us off before. Martin checks for swimmers 31 

and kids looking for a place to hang out and runs them off. Martin usually checks out the 32 

quarry lake sometime in the morning once or twice a week – maybe more. Clearly, we 33 

know when not to be at the quarry lake since we can watch or listen for the security 34 

truck. About two weeks before the accident, the fence rings holding the fence together 35 

at the spot we liked to cut through were back, so somebody must have cut a big hole in 36 

the fence and covered it up with one of the two feet by three feet “No Trespassing” 37 

signs. Martin never found it. Seriously?  38 

5. On the Saturday of that kid’s accident, we brought a long rope to the 39 

quarry lake. Well – I say “kid,” because at the time I did not know his name was Charlie 40 

Fields. Anyway, there is a tree at the top of the quarry’s cliff with a big limb sticking out 41 

over the edge of the cliff. As marked on Exhibit #1, the tree is located at the yellow star 42 

marked on the map. We had attached a rope swing to the tree that you could hold onto 43 

and swing out over the water like Tarzan and drop into the water when you let go. It was 44 
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so cool! Well, a week before the accident when I was there with Madison, we noticed 45 

the rope swing was gone. The stupid guard, Martin, must have taken it down. So, before 46 

we rode to the quarry lake that Saturday, June 10th, my friend Madison Wells whose 47 

father owns a sailboat, borrowed some rope from his father’s boat to use as our new 48 

rope swing. When we got to the quarry lake and through the hidden hole in the fence, I 49 

noticed some of our friends were already there at the cliff waiting for us. They were so 50 

glad to see we brought a new rope. So, I climbed the tree, shimmied out on the limb, 51 

and tied rope to the limb. We cut the rope to the right length so we could swing out 52 

pretty far, tied a couple of knots in the rope for grip, and we were back in business. 53 

#swingingbaby 54 

6. We used the rope swing for a good half-hour before I noticed the boy who 55 

died and his friend standing near the top of the cliff near our jumping tree. They were 56 

standing there watching us. I did not recognize either of them. So, me and my friends 57 

began urging them to use the rope swing to jump off the cliff and join us in the water. 58 

Madison yelled “Bet you are too chicken to swing out into the water!” and things like 59 

that. #thatsmadison. I have to admit that I was daring them too. Then, the bigger of the 60 

two kids took off his shoes and shirt and headed for the rope swing. His friend grabbed 61 

him and said something to him. Me and my friends yelled, “Chicken!” and Madison 62 

double dog dared the kid to jump in using the rope swing. 63 

7. Well, the taller kid, who we now know was Charlie, pulled away from his 64 

friend and ran to the tree, grabbed the rope, and took a running leap out over the edge. 65 

But, I think Charlie misjudged when to let go. He was starting to swing back toward the 66 

cliff’s edge when he let go of the rope. As a result, he dropped into the water closer to 67 
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the rock ledge than where we were landing. Charlie yelled something as he fell. He hit 68 

the water kind of awkwardly. My friends and I were all cheering him for his bravery. But, 69 

that is when we noticed he did not come back up. Charlie’s friend began shouting for us 70 

to rescue him. Since I was the strongest swimmer there, I swam as fast as I could to 71 

where Charlie went in and dove down to find him. It was very dark beneath the surface. 72 

On my second or third dive down, I found him, and he was not moving. I grabbed his 73 

shorts by the belt and was eventually able to pull him to the surface. My friends and I 74 

swam him over to the beach front and pulled him out on the south side of the lake 75 

where the red dot is marked on Exhibit #1. He had a huge gash on his forehead 76 

bleeding something awful, and he was unconscious. Madison rolled him on his side and 77 

tried to let water drain from his mouth and nose. When Charlie did not respond, 78 

Madison said to call 9-1-1, rolled him on his back, and began to pump his chest. I yelled 79 

out to Charlie’s friend up by the swinging tree to call 9-1-1. Rave, a girl from my school, 80 

was standing near the quarry lake. She must have seen what happened and ran 81 

towards us. People called her “Rave,” but her real name was Raven Marks. Rave made 82 

Madison move over and began mouth-to-mouth on Charlie and I took over with chest 83 

compressions. A bunch of the other kids including Madison saw Charlie was not looking 84 

good and ran off. I am still mad about them leaving. We did not do anything wrong. 85 

8. Rave and I were working on Charlie when the ambulance and police 86 

arrived. They arrived pretty fast on the south side of the quarry lake. They must have 87 

broken through the locked gate. The EMT’s and police officer ran toward us and 88 

attempted to revive Charlie. When he did not come to, they put him on a stretcher, 89 

loaded him into the ambulance, and headed to the hospital down 145th Street. I 90 
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remember listening to the siren as it got farther and farther away while I was praying 91 

Charlie would be alright. Me and some other kids showed Martin and the police officer 92 

where we got through in the fence at the time of the incident, which is marked on Exhibit 93 

#1. Before we left, the police officer informed us that Charlie had passed away. I went 94 

home shortly afterwards. I told my parents what happened. They were shocked and 95 

angry with me. They had warned me not to swim in the quarry lake. But when they saw 96 

how upset I was, they stopped yelling at me about going there. 97 

9. My friends and I are bummed. I mean did we cause Charlie’s death? What 98 

if we had not double dog dared him to use the rope swing?  My mom says Charlie 99 

misjudged the jump and he did not know there was a rock ledge submerged where he 100 

fell. I heard he was fairly new to the neighborhood, which makes sense that he would 101 

not have known about the rock ledge like we did. Mom says it was an accident. Maybe. 102 

I still think it will be a very long time before I stop feeling bad about this. #thisisnofun 103 

10. Exhibit #4 is a picture I took of Madison jumping into the quarry lake a 104 

week before the accident. Exhibit #7 shows the tweets I made which reference the 105 

quarry lake from June 2, 2017 to June 10, 2017. 106 

11. I also want to add that I went back to the quarry lake a couple of days after 107 

Charlie’s death. I know I should not have gone back, but I did that one time. It was not 108 

like I was swimming there. Instead, I went there for closure. Anyway, the metal things 109 

holding the fence were missing on one part of the fence, but the hole in the fence on the 110 

Marble Drive side was fixed. No surprise since we showed the security guard right 111 

where the hole was after the accident. Once inside the fence, I noticed the rope swing 112 

was gone. About a month after Charlie’s death they put up a higher, stronger fence with 113 
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razor wire on top. They also put up new signs about there might be a lot of dangerous 114 

things underwater, and Exhibit #8 is the sign I saw posted after the accident. I have 115 

seen a drone circling over and around the quarry lake when I ride my bike. I wish now it 116 

had not been so easy to get through the fence, and the new signage and fence were up 117 

the day Charlie died. With the new measures in place, we may not have been able to 118 

get in so easily. Even if we could have gotten in, maybe we would have been more 119 

careful about jumping into the dark water from the cliff. But we were not aware of 120 

anyone who had been hurt swimming or diving at the quarry lake before, so who knows. 121 

12. I just realized that the tree we were swinging from is not in the picture I 122 

took labeled as Exhibit #4. I was actually standing under the tree because that is after 123 

someone or Martin took the first rope swing down. Madison said he did not need the 124 

rope swing anyway and just went for it. #madmanMadison. By the way, Exhibit #4 is the 125 

same picture referenced in my June 3rd tweet marked in Exhibit #7.126 

 
WITNESS ADDENDUM 

 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 
 
 Signed, 

 Terry Sutton 

 Terry Sutton 
 
 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 2018 
Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

C.H. Gallant   
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State of South Carolina  
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CAM HIGBE (Defendant / CEO) 

 

1. My name is Cam Higbe. I am 47 and the CEO of Blume Development 1 

Corporation (BDC) based here in Blume. I worked for my dad throughout high school 2 

and college. After graduating, I started working full-time for BDC and eventually took it 3 

over when my dad retired. My company employs three full-time staff other than myself: 4 

my long-time secretary Rhonda Riley who passed away two months ago, my brother 5 

Nico the accountant, and my niece Melissa who is learning the business. Melissa 6 

worked as an intern for several summers and started full-time after graduating college 7 

last fall. I also employ about a dozen folks on a part-time basis for security, maintaining 8 

our properties, and related work. The people here are grateful for the work, and I am 9 

pleased with their work. We buy large tracts of land, subdivide and improve it, and then 10 

sell land to builders who build neighborhoods and businesses. 11 

2. I enjoy being a land developer and purchasing large, undeveloped tracts 12 

of land, which becomes someone’s home or office. Developing raw pieces of property; 13 

however, can create risk and a developer has to understand that part of the business. A 14 

dirt hill can become a BMX bike trail, or a bluff might be a climbing wall. Almost all of the 15 

developments I have are in the southern part of the United States, and I have two active 16 

developments in Blume. One is a 65-acre commercial development located in the 17 

northern part of Blume, which already has the new corporate headquarters for Parks 18 

Cellular and a bunch of restaurants. The second one is a 1,200-acre development, 19 

which used to be owned by Jackson Quarry, a granite mining company. The land 20 

changed hands a couple times after the quarry shut down. Now I have a master plan to 21 

put in more than 500 home sites with commercial and multi-family sections around the 22 
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outer edge. Multi-family means things like apartments or townhomes. I am calling the 23 

1,200-acre development Town Lake. My master plan as of March 31, 2017, is marked 24 

as Exhibit #1. The master plan is pretty accurate, but it is not drawn to scale. 25 

3. The first property sold and developed was the apartments and several 26 

businesses at the northern part of the land. I donated a small section of Town Lake for a 27 

new elementary school, which has already been completed. The school is marked as 28 

Town Lake Elementary School on the master plan. People with small kids love living 29 

close to a school. Homes have been constructed on most lots north of 135th Street 30 

between Marble Drive and Slate Boulevard with a couple of residential lots still unsold. 31 

Most of the homes have been occupied for over a year now, but there are plenty of lots 32 

coming to market in the southern part of the master plan. The Eastwood and Westwood 33 

Apartments are at the far north end of Town Lake. We also created the Town Lake Park 34 

from an 88-acre section on the east side of the development. The park has ample 35 

parking for a picnic shelter, a skateboard park, a soccer field, tennis courts, basketball 36 

courts, some green space, restrooms, and six luxury home sites. The goal of the park 37 

was to create a better sense of community. 38 

4. The quarry lake is near the southwest corner of the development labeled 39 

on the master plan as “Jackson Quarry.” A picture of the quarry lake used in one of our 40 

first brochures in 2015, is marked as Exhibit #3. Over the decades since Jackson 41 

Quarry closed, rainwater filled up the huge quarry hole. Now, it looks like a beautiful 42 

man-made lake taking up nearly six acres. It is going to be a great amenity for the 43 

surrounding neighborhoods currently in development because it gives Town Lake 44 
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unique character. Eventually when Town Lake is fully developed, the fencing will come 45 

down and the lake will be deeded over to the homeowner’s association.  46 

5. There is a large rock ledge on the north and west sides of the quarry lake, 47 

which is labeled “Rock Ledge” on the master plan. There are approximately 22 home 48 

sites directly adjacent to the quarry lake area. These homes will have spectacular views 49 

of the cliffs at quarry lake once even more trees are removed, which I am calling the 50 

Estates of Town Lake. Those particular lot sites will go to builders for about $80K for 51 

each lot, while the remaining lots in that area will go for $50K. There are smaller sized 52 

lots north of the Estates in an area I have named Enclave. The Estates and Enclave 53 

areas are still undeveloped at this time and mostly woods. 54 

6. There is another neighborhood with luxury sized lots on the southeast side 55 

of the park called Parkview. You can see Parkview on the bottom right-hand corner of 56 

the master plan. Roads and utilities are installed in Parkview – sewer, water, and power. 57 

About a quarter of those luxury lots of land were sold to a builder at a discount for 58 

$250K. I think there are a half-dozen families already living in Parkview. New homes 59 

seem to be going up every day there. There are smaller lots as you go east, most of 60 

which will not have a view, but they will be close to the park. I am still trying to sell those 61 

lots. 62 

7. I purchased the 1,200 acres five years ago from an investor who had it for 63 

ten years. It was a difficult purchase since the investor wanted to sell it like the land had 64 

been fully developed when it was untouched. We eventually agreed on a price, buying 65 

the land on March 31, 2013. During my first property walk during negotiations in 66 

January 2013, I noticed there was a fairly new red Frisbee on the ground about 20 67 
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yards from the edge of the quarry. I asked the investor if children ever trespassed on 68 

the property. He shrugged his shoulders. I did not think anything about it for about two 69 

years since the land was undeveloped while we researched potential plans.  70 

8. In April 2015, I met with my civil engineers to finalize development plans. I 71 

mentioned the Frisbee seen two years prior. One of the engineers said his kid 72 

mentioned the quarry lake a couple weeks earlier after spotting the quarry lake with 73 

some friends while riding bikes down Chalk Lane. The road has several hills with its 74 

highest point near 140th Street and then goes downhill toward 145th Street. The 75 

engineers were concerned with the presence of children and the risk of them being 76 

injured while playing in or around the quarry. The previous owner told me there was a 77 

broken excavator in the middle and deepest part of the quarry lake, about 100 feet 78 

below the surface. Apparently, from time to time, when large equipment broke or was 79 

damaged, it made more sense to move them out of the way and work around them, 80 

instead of fixing or removing them from the quarry. 81 

9. In March 2017, I decided to put up an eight-foot high chain link fence 82 

around the quarry lake with some of those two feet by three feet “No Trespassing” signs 83 

with red lettering as photographed in Exhibit #5. It was not the prettiest fence, but 84 

$150K was not cheap. I wanted to make sure people were deterred from going near the 85 

quarry lake. The chain link fence was not an impenetrable wall or anything, but it was 86 

secure and made sense given the proximity of the newest homes to be going up in 87 

Enclave, Estates, and Parkview. 88 

10. A few days after I closed the deal in 2013, I appointed one of my 89 

employees, Bennie Martin, to serve as a security guard for Town Lake. Martin was 90 
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responsible for monitoring the property. Back in April 2017, I had Martin start keeping a 91 

security log of the activity there because more residents were moving in the area. A 92 

copy of the security log reports pertaining only to the quarry were pulled for this trial and 93 

is marked as Exhibit #6. Martin was responsible for showing me any particular entries 94 

standing out in the security log reports. Nothing of significance was shown to me. While 95 

Martin was responsible for the security of all of Town Lake, Martin made sure to do 96 

rounds of the quarry lake a couple times per week. Martin told me that occasionally kids 97 

were riding bikes through the undeveloped Enclave and Estates areas.  98 

11. Martin had solid relationships in the community, which I valued since we 99 

were building several new neighborhoods in the area. Martin had some police officer 100 

friends who were asked to keep an eye out when driving by the property, which was a 101 

bonus. I remember Martin discovered some fence rings, which were holding the fence 102 

to the post, had been removed a few weeks after starting the security log reports. The 103 

fence was fixed pretty quickly – a few days or so. 104 

12. Kids are kids. They found a way to get into the quarry lake even after the 105 

fence went up. The fence slowed them down, but if a kid really wanted in then I do not 106 

think they could have been stopped. Martin found kids swimming in the quarry lake in 107 

late April 2017 and made them leave immediately. We put calls into the homeowners’ 108 

association informing parents. I was told someone in our office attended one of the 109 

Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) meetings as a guest speaker, which was good. 110 

Melissa even suggested we purchase a drone to monitor the property using wireless 111 

cameras. One of her friends, Casey Kendall, had a big interest in drones. I had Casey 112 

come out one day and show me how to use the drone. It was impressive. I took Casey’s 113 
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recommendation and ordered a drone for about $4K and paid Casey $100 in advance 114 

to give Martin drone flying lessons when the new drone arrived. I was checking the 115 

delivery status constantly for the drone’s arrival. Unfortunately, the drone was delivered 116 

three days after the incident with Charlie Fields. 117 

13. Kids were found trespassing right after Memorial Day, so Bennie called 118 

the local police to show them not to even think about trespassing again. It was pretty 119 

clear that Town Lake was going to be successful given the interest from the kids alone. I 120 

drove by the property when I could. On June 10, 2017, I got a frantic call about an 121 

ambulance and a police car parked on 145th Street near the quarry. I told Martin to go 122 

and help them with whatever they needed. Martin called back and indicated the EMT’s 123 

transported a kid who jumped into the quarry lake. Martin later identified and confirmed 124 

where the kids jumped off into the quarry lake, as identified with the yellow star on 125 

Exhibits #1 and #3, was the same place Martin removed a rope swing earlier. Martin 126 

stayed with the police while investigating the accident. While there, the police received 127 

word that Charlie Fields passed away. Martin also got the other kids to reveal the hole 128 

in the fence they were using to access the quarry lake. I asked Martin to check the 129 

entire fence and fix every single hole in the fence. Martin let me know the EMT’s had 130 

broken the lock to the quarry’s access gate on the south side of the quarry.  131 

14. As a result of Charlie’s accident, I asked my civil engineers to think of a 132 

more impenetrable fence, maybe even electrified, to cease trespassing. The engineers 133 

said an electrified fence was not in the best interest of the kids. So, in mid-July 2017, I 134 

had the 8-foot-tall fence replaced with a 16-foot-tall fence reinforced with razor wire and 135 

an electrified line running through the bottom. There was not enough juice to kill 136 
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anyone, even a kid, but it would not feel pleasant either. Plus, I had installed triple the 137 

amount of “No Trespassing” signs and some colored posters about the dangers of 138 

swimming in quarry lakes like mine, which is marked as Exhibit #8. The new fence cost 139 

nearly $300K. I had to re-plat the property to add more lots to offset the fence costs. 140 

15. As an added note, I offered to name the quarry lake after Charlie Fields, 141 

but Gray Fields would not listen to me. I tried outreach, but instead BDC is getting sued. 142 

Not to mention, in three weeks I am closing a deal to purchase an 800-acre tract in 143 

Butler. Oddly, it also has an old quarry in it, which has a pit filled with water. I am getting 144 

the land for a steal. We will be putting up a 16-foot-tall fence and have 24/7 camera 145 

surveillance on the place in Butler. I regret putting up the razor wire on the Town Lake’s 146 

quarry, because I think it is an eyesore and is hurting my sales. 147 

16. No one at my company ever saw any pictures, marked as Exhibit #2-A or 148 

#2-B, of the fence which were taken before the incident, as asserted by Avery Marks. 149 

Those pictures are of a fence, which could be any fence from anywhere. BDC employed 150 

Rhonda Riley for 37 years. She said she did not receive anything like that when I spoke 151 

to her after BDC first got served. Sadly, Rhonda passed away two months ago after a 152 

stroke. Marks is a pest who is always stirring something up. 153 

17. When we started using the drone, we noticed things could be seen under 154 

the water in the quarry lake if flying directly above the lake during the middle of the day. 155 

You could not see any of it from the overlook, but stuff is there. We think there is not 156 

only a subsurface rock ledge, but also some scaffolding and something big looking like 157 

a bulldozer, but we cannot quite make it out. My engineers say it will cost more than 158 

$200K to pull everything out of the water.  159 
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18. I feel terrible about Charlie Fields dying on the property. But, I did 160 

practically everything in my power to stop those kids from trespassing. Charlie was 161 

apparently a sharp kid who knew exactly what he was doing. After all, Charlie and the 162 

rest of those sly kids kept finding ways to get through the fence and avoid detection. 163 

And with all the news coverage about the incident, I would hope kids everywhere fully 164 

appreciate the risks of trespassing on someone else’s property and jumping into an 165 

unknown area of water. I hope this does not hurt sales.166 

 
 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
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SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 2018 
Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
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  2 

BENNIE MARTIN    (Security Guard) 

 

1. My name is Bennie Martin. I have lived in Blume all 46 years of my life. I 1 

grew up around that very granite quarry, the Jackson Quarry, when it was actively being 2 

mined for granite. I graduated from Blume High School. After high school, I received a 3 

certificate for security work around the quarry about the time I turned twenty.  4 

2. The granite company went into bankruptcy and Jackson Quarry closed. 5 

Gosh, that was about 20 years ago. I worked odd jobs until about five years ago when 6 

the current owner of the quarry, Blume Development Corporation (BDC) and their CEO, 7 

Cam Higbe, bought around 1,200 acres including the land with the quarry lake on it and 8 

planned several housing phases. About a dozen of us folks got jobs working for BDC. 9 

Because of a prior back injury, BDC hired me to work as an inspector. On a project for 10 

BDC I fell on a job site and re-injured my back. Once I was able to drive, sit in the truck, 11 

and walk – which is great for stretching my back – Higbe re-assigned me the job as a 12 

security guard. I did take a six-hour online class to qualify as a security guard, but it was 13 

not related to mines or quarries – just neighborhood security, and you know, common 14 

sense stuff.  15 

3. I got to drive the company pickup and was the “head of security” for BDC’s 16 

various projects. To be head of security – actually the only one in security – I had a 17 

horrible work truck. It was not like I could sneak up on anyone in that loud green beast. 18 

Some people wonder what the head of security for BDC does. Well, most of the time, I 19 

picked up trash and recycling. I also checked for thefts and vandalism throughout Town 20 

Lake, you know, basically securing property and keeping an eye out at the construction 21 

sites. I had to drive stuff up to the city dump and recycling center usually at the end of 22 
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my day, so I would do a drive by of the whole area before calling it a day. Of course, 23 

security is a 24/7 job and it helps that I live close to Town Lake. I am always driving by 24 

and keeping a watch over the area. It was soon clear the kids who lived in the 25 

neighborhood loved exploring the quarry lake, or swimming in the quarry lake if the 26 

weather was warm enough. We put up an eight-foot chain link fence around the quarry 27 

lake in March 2017. The fence is noted on the master development plan, marked as 28 

Exhibit #1. We had “No Trespassing” signs installed like the one marked in Exhibit #5. 29 

Except the real signs were about three feet by two feet in size. We had signs installed 30 

all around the fence with four signs on each side of the quarry lake. There is one locked 31 

gate on the east side of the fence used to access the quarry lake and it requires a 32 

security key to gain access. This gate is accessible from 145th street. No one ever 33 

messed with the access gate because it had great visibility from the road. 34 

4. By April 2017, Higbe asked me to increase my overall security checks for 35 

the Town Lake development and on the fencing around the quarry lake since more 36 

residents were moving in Town Lake. I was instructed to keep a security log, and a copy 37 

of the security log entries specifically for the quarry lake is marked as Exhibit #6. The 38 

security log entries were kept in two week increments and turned into Rhonda Riley 39 

every other Friday. I think Rhonda put the security log reports in a drawer in her desk. I 40 

was having a hard time remembering to complete the security log. After all, I had been 41 

the security for several years now and have not had to do a log report before. I started 42 

checking the fence line most mornings around 8 a.m. to see if anyone was in the quarry 43 

area. Of course, it was not a big deal for kids to go to the quarry during the winter, so I 44 

did not check it daily then. Since the weather was warming up, I walked around and 45 
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sometimes inside the quarry fence line two to three times a week, mostly in the 46 

mornings. During those security checks, I was checking for gaps or any kind of damage. 47 

Frankly, I saw Avery Marks, the neighborhood meddler, around the area more than I 48 

saw anyone else. I often wondered if Marks was there to try to walk the quarry. One 49 

time, Marks surprised me – and I am talking scared me half to death – when I was 50 

pulling some trash out of the area. Marks complained I was not doing enough to keep 51 

kids out of the quarry. But, Marks never offered to help keep the kids out of the quarry 52 

area either. The “No trespassing” signs had my company-issued cell phone number on 53 

them! Marks clearly could have called me on my cell phone at any time and for any 54 

reason. Marks should have definitely called me since Marks had started some sort of 55 

neighborhood watch. Marks never called me, not even once.  56 

5. Sometime in April 2017, I kept finding fence rings cut off when I would 57 

walk the fence perimeter. It was good for my back to get out of the truck and walk, so I 58 

started walking through the paths made by the kids. As a result, I found gaps in the 59 

fencing. I did not write down each time I found broken fence rings, but I wrote down 60 

when I went to the site and when I found trespassers. It felt like as soon I put a work 61 

order in for one gap to be fixed, another gap was found. Exhibit #2-A looks like one of 62 

the holes I found once. The picture shows where I tried to fix the gap with a zip tie until 63 

we could get the fence guy pros out there, which took anywhere from two days to a 64 

week to get done depending on how busy they were. But back to the pictures, I have 65 

not seen this particular picture of Exhibit #2-B before today. In fact, I have not seen 66 

Exhibit #2-A or #2-B from Marks or anyone else.  67 

6. Two summers ago, I caught a couple of seniors shortly after school let out, 68 
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jumping off the quarry’s ledge. The stunt looked like one of those dare devil stunts seen 69 

on TV. I ran the teenagers off and told them not to come back. I shouted out to them 70 

about how the water could be hiding all kinds of mining stuff, rocks, and maybe even a 71 

very old large forklift.  72 

7. Last summer, in 2017, I caught some kids again doing the same thing and 73 

called the police on them. Upon further investigation that following day, I found a rope 74 

swing hanging from a tree they must have made. I cut the rope swing down. I 75 

immediately suggested again to Higbe to call the school principals and ask them to 76 

make an announcement next year before dismissing students for the summer warning 77 

them about the dangers of the quarry. I do not know if the call was ever made. Speaking 78 

of which, Higbe was supposed to be getting on the schedule to speak at the PTA. I 79 

would never do that because I do not like to speak in front of people. Anyway, I kept 80 

cleaning up trash and stuff left behind at the quarry, and if I found kids, I started calling 81 

the police hoping they would take the kids to the station or lecture them. But the few 82 

times the police did show up, all they would do is clear the kids away and tell them not 83 

to come back.  84 

8. About two weeks before Charlie Fields died, Higbe ordered a drone. Higbe 85 

was going to have Casey Kendall show me how to fly the new drone, but sad to say, the 86 

drone did not arrive before Charlie Fields jumped into the quarry lake. I cannot help but 87 

wonder if the drone would have made a difference that day. But, I keep reminding 88 

myself – I walked those paths like I had before, and I did not see any signs of a new 89 

fence break-in or of any kids out there. I then ask myself if they could have climbed over 90 

the fence. And yes, they could have climbed the fence. But again, there were no signs 91 
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out there of any kids.  92 

9. I was driving in the area on June 10, 2017, when I saw an ambulance and 93 

a police car descending on the quarry lake area. Both responding vehicles were parked 94 

on 145th Street south of the quarry. The EMTs and police broke through the locked gate 95 

and were running full speed into the woods in the direction of the quarry lake. So, I 96 

immediately called Higbe who told me to help out in any way I could. By the time I got 97 

off my cell phone and down to the quarry lake to see what was going on, I saw the 98 

EMTs take that poor kid away on a stretcher and speed off to the hospital. I got the 99 

remaining kids to tell me and the police officer what happened. They showed me and 100 

the police officer where Charlie jumped from a rope swing, which was the same place I 101 

had removed a rope swing from before. The location of the tree with the rope swing is 102 

marked on Exhibits #1 and #3 with a yellow star. The kids also showed how they 103 

accessed the quarry lake. They pointed to a hole in the fence covered by one of the “No 104 

Trespassing” signs. The hole in the fence at the time of the incident is marked on 105 

Exhibit #1. While identifying the hole in the fence, the police officer received an update 106 

that Charlie Fields had died. 107 

10. After updating Higbe, I drove to the local hardware store and got another 108 

lock for the access gate. I went back to Higbe to provide a key to the new lock and 109 

asked if BDC could electrify some part of the fence in an effort to keep those kids out. 110 

Higbe agreed and installed a sixteen-foot chain link fence with razor wire and an 111 

electrified line running through the bottom of the fence about a month after that awful 112 

event at the quarry. A day or so after the incident, Higbe reassigned me and instead let 113 

that Casey kid monitor the quarry lake with the new drone. I am still picking up trash 114 
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around the development, but not doing any official security. Since I am not doing 115 

security any more, my last security log entry for the quarry lake was June 10, 2017.116 

 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
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Affidavit of 
SID GALVIN (Charlie’s Friend) 

1 

1. My name is Sid Galvin. I am now 15 years old. I live in a condo with my 1 

parents and two sisters on 133rd Street here in Blume. Charlie Fields lived a block away 2 

from me in the Westwood Apartments. We both went to Springs Academy. I was in the 3 

seventh grade when he moved here. Charlie was in the sixth grade, but we became 4 

friends quickly. Charlie was much bigger than his age let on. He looked more like an 5 

average eighth grader instead of a sixth grader in height and weight. We caught the 6 

same bus to school and lived close to one another. We had a lot in common too. We 7 

both liked to skateboard and ride bikes through the woods and over dirt mounds at 8 

construction sites. I miss Charlie as a friend. I wish he had listened to me. If Charlie had 9 

listened to me, he would be alive today.  10 

2. Charlie moved here from Minnesota in the middle of the school year. He 11 

was treated as an outsider at school because he did not go through grade school with 12 

the rest of the students in his class. He was a real loner when I saw him on the bus and 13 

at lunch. He was very lonely and sad with the move and losing a parent too. I felt so 14 

sorry for him. I started hanging out with him on the bus, at lunch, after school, and on 15 

weekends. Before long, we were inseparable. I was so glad Charlie moved here. 16 

3. I would say Charlie was a good and responsible student. He always did 17 

his homework and stuff. He said he started doing some tutoring for some kids – saving 18 

up to buy a new radical skateboard. It was supposed to do some outrageous tricks like 19 

you see on X Games on TV. At school, he tried out for some school sports teams, but 20 

could not make a team probably because the coaches did not know him. He ended up 21 



Sid Galvin 
 

- 54 - 
 

joining the math and chess clubs in an effort to try and fit in somewhere at school. He 22 

was trying very hard to be one of the cool “in crowd” kids,” which is the one thing I did 23 

not like much about him. Maybe Charlie tried too hard. Once after school, some of the 24 

other kids were doing skateboarding tricks. You know, jumping down steps while 25 

flipping the board and trying to ride the skateboard down railings. One of the older kids 26 

did this really cool jump down a very long set of steps. Well, Charlie grabbed his 27 

skateboard and said, “I can do that. I will show them!” I said, “Don’t be stupid,” but he 28 

went to the top of the steps, got a good running start, and went airborne on his board. It 29 

did not turn out well. It was like one of those skateboard disasters you see on a 30 

bloopers show. He had not flipped his skateboard enough, so when he landed, his 31 

balance was off. The skateboard went flying up. He landed on his face and the 32 

skateboard hit him in the back of the head. He was messed up after that stunt. It took 33 

two weeks for the scabs on his face to go away. I helped him home where I met his 34 

parent, Gray Fields, who was not happy and kept saying, “When are you going to learn 35 

and stop doing such stupid and dangerous stuff?” Gray Fields seemed to like me and 36 

was always urging Charlie and me to do more things together. 37 

4. Another time, Charlie joined a game of dodgeball with some of the older 38 

kids at school. You know how dodgeball works. The players divide into two groups. The 39 

kid with the ball tries to hit a kid in the other group. If a kid is hit with the ball, that kid is 40 

out of the game. If he misses, the other group gets the ball and one of them tries to hit 41 

someone in the other group. Basically, the last man standing wins. Well, Charlie says to 42 

me, “Let’s play!” I said, “I didn’t like dodgeball.” But, Charlie said, “Come on. Don’t be a 43 

chicken.” Charlie joined one of the groups and was teasing the other group to hit him, 44 
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saying “You can’t hit me!” Well, he got hit pretty quickly and right between the eyes too. 45 

The kid who hit him was the star pitcher on the school’s baseball team. And I could tell 46 

he threw at Charlie on purpose. Charlie had to go to the school nurse, who sent him 47 

home, and he had a knot there for a week. Again, Charlie tried too hard to fit in. I think 48 

that is what was going on the day Charlie died. It was a hot Saturday at the start of 49 

summer. I will never forget that date – June 10, 2017. We agreed to meet after lunch. 50 

We had seen one of Hash’s tweets about it being hot and meeting up at the quarry lake 51 

for a swim, which is included in the exhibit marked as Exhibit #7. 52 

5. Charlie said he heard some of the kids from the neighborhood often got 53 

into the old abandoned granite quarry near where we lived. They said the quarry lake 54 

was more fun than any water park you could find. He said they told him where to find a 55 

hole in the fence surrounding the quarry lake and that the quarry lake was a great place 56 

to swim and dive. It was common knowledge about there being holes in various places 57 

in the fence and no one ever bothered to fix them. My parents told me never to go to the 58 

quarry lake. I knew I would be punished with no cell phone for a week if I went there.  59 

6. I was hesitant about going to the quarry lake; however, Charlie kept 60 

pushing me to go and it would not be hard to get inside the fence. I had never been 61 

inside, but I had walked and ridden past it many times on Chalk Lane. The layout of our 62 

neighborhood is marked on Exhibit #1. I will admit I was curious, but there was a tall 63 

chain-link fence with these big “No Trespassing” signs three feet by two feet in size all 64 

around it like the one marked as Exhibit #5. I never thought about disobeying my 65 

parents and trying to sneak into the quarry lake. Plus, I had walked around the fence 66 

earlier in the year, and it looked solid. I was not going to climb over it. But Charlie made 67 
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me curious, so I eventually agreed. 68 

7. We rode our bikes through the forested area west of the quarry lake.  69 

When we got there on the west side of the quarry fence on the Marble Drive side, the 70 

“No Trespassing” sign was leaned up against the fence covering up a hole in the fence.  71 

We put our bikes behind some brush. It was easy to get through the hole. Once inside, 72 

we heard yelling and laughing coming from the quarry lake. Charlie said, “Cool! Let’s 73 

go. That is where all the fun is.” I was getting nervous and said, “Let’s turn around. We 74 

could get arrested for trespassing.” Charlie said, “They won’t catch us. Don’t be such a 75 

chicken! We are only going to look around.” I finally gave in and said okay, but just to 76 

look around. 77 

8. We walked for a bit through the trees and eventually found the edge of the 78 

quarry lake. We were on the high side of the rock where the yellow star is marked on 79 

Exhibit #1 and Exhibit #3. I think we were right around there when we first saw the 80 

quarry. The quarry lake was filled with water. Exhibit #3 is a pretty good picture of the 81 

quarry lake. Several older kids – sixteen maybe seventeen years old, some from our 82 

school including Madison – were swimming already, and some were jumping off a very 83 

high cliff. Some were even swinging out over the water on a rope swing, which was tied 84 

to a branch of a large tree on the ledge. The yellow star on Exhibit #1 is where the tree 85 

is located. The branch hung out over the edge of the quarry lake, so you could get a 86 

running start, grab the rope, swing out over the water, let go, and drop about twenty or 87 

thirty feet into the water. I will admit it looked like fun, but scary all at the same time. I 88 

equated the fear and the fun equal to riding a roller coaster. Either way, I was not doing 89 

it.  90 
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9. After we watched several of the older kids do this for a bit, Charlie said he 91 

was going to try it. He took off his t-shirt and sneakers, so he only had his shorts and 92 

belt on. I grabbed his arm and said, “Don’t be stupid. We should leave.” At that point he 93 

hesitated and said, “Well, okay, but at least let’s go swimming down at the beach front 94 

area.” Right then, a couple of the older kids who had just used the rope swing to jump 95 

into the water saw us and yelled things like, “What are you waiting for? Too chicken to 96 

use the rope? Come on! We double dog dare you to do it!” Charlie turned to me and 97 

said, “Look. All the other kids are using the rope swing and not getting hurt. Plus, I am 98 

an excellent swimmer. I am doing it!” 99 

10. I said I was not doing it, but Charlie said, “Suit yourself. Tell me how big 100 

my splash is.” He then ran over to the tree with the rope swing near the top of the cliff. 101 

All the other kids were urging him on. One yelled, “Bet you chicken out.” Charlie got a 102 

running start, grabbed the robe, and jumped. But, I guess because of his size and 103 

weight compared to the bigger kids, he did not swing far enough out over the water 104 

before he let go. He yelled, “Geronimo!” as he jumped in the water. He went into the 105 

water pretty close to the quarry wall.  106 

11. I was watching for Charlie’s splash, but the way he landed into the water 107 

looked scary. I watched for him to surface. Seconds passed, and he did not come up. I 108 

became worried and got very scared for him when he still did not surface. I yelled to the 109 

other kids and they swam to where Charlie hit the water. They kept diving under to look 110 

for him. One of them found Charlie and pulled him to the surface and over to the beach 111 

front. I later found out his/her name was Hash – the tweeter. I knew the name, not the 112 

person. Hash was known for being a good swimmer. As they pulled Charlie out of the 113 
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water on the south end; marked with a red dot on the map; someone yelled out for me 114 

to call 9-1-1. I was so scared. Charlie was not moving at all. He did not look conscious 115 

and he was bleeding badly from a terrible gash on his forehead. One kid was attempting 116 

to revive him. I dialed 9-1-1 on my cell phone and told the operator what happened and 117 

exactly where we were. I remembered the access gate facing 145th Street and told them 118 

I would be there when they arrived. The EMT’s and police arrived, cut the lock on the 119 

gate, and ran to the quarry lake with me where Charlie was. They took Charlie away 120 

and were working on him as they left for the hospital. Some other kids and I explained 121 

what happened to the security guard and police officer. We also showed them where we 122 

got in the fence at the time of the incident, which is marked on Exhibit #1. While we 123 

were walking to the fence line, the police officer received a call and informed us of 124 

Charlie’s death – which hit us hard. I walked my bike and Charlie’s bike home after that 125 

– crying all the way. It was so hard leaving the quarry lake without Charlie. If only he 126 

had listened to me! If only the bigger kids had not dared him to do it! 127 

12. My parents were going to punish me for going to the quarry lake, but when 128 

they learned about Charlie, they backed off. They said Charlie’s death was punishment 129 

enough. They got that right! I have never gone back to the quarry lake ever since and I 130 

never will.  131 

13. When I think about Charlie, I know Charlie did some stupid things 132 

sometimes and got hurt. But, what Charlie did was not “dangerous.” The older kids were 133 

jumping into the quarry lake on the rope swing and nothing happened to them. And, I 134 

have never heard of anyone getting hurt swimming in the quarry lake before Charlie.  135 

There was no way to tell about there being a rock ledge under the surface extending out 136 
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from the wall of the quarry lake about ten feet. The water was too dark to see it. I guess 137 

the older big kids could swing out far enough to jump beyond the hidden rock and 138 

Charlie either could not or did not. And, there were not any signs warning us about 139 

hidden rocks. It is a wonder even more kids have not gotten hurt there. 140 

 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 

I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. The 
material facts are true and correct. 
 
 Signed, 

  Sid Galvin 

 Sid Galvin 
 
 
SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 2018 
Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

  A.G. Molli    
 A.G. Molli, Notary Public  
 State of South Carolina  
 My Commission Expires:  12/15/26
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EXHIBITS AVAILABLE TO BOTH PARTIES 
 

The parties have stipulated to the authenticity of the trial exhibits listed below. The 
Court will, therefore, not entertain objections to authenticity of these trial exhibits.  
The parties have reserved any objections to the admissibility of any of these exhibits 
until the trial of the above-captioned matter. The trial exhibits may be introduced by 
either the Plaintiff or the Defendant, subject to the Rules of Evidence and the 
stipulations of the parties contained in the materials.   
 
 
 

# EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION 

1 Master Development Plan 

2 
(A and B) 

Damaged Fence 

3 Quarry Lake 

4 Madison Jumping into the Quarry Lake 

5 No Trespassing Sign 

6 Security Log Reports for Blume Development Corp. Property 

7 Terry Sutton’s Tweets 

8 Swimming Danger Poster 

 
 
The parties reserve the right to dispute any other legal or factual conclusions based 
on these items and to make objections to these items based on other evidentiary 
issues. 
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EXHIBIT #1:  Master Development Plan 
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EXHIBIT #2-A: Damaged Fence 
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EXHIBIT #2-B: Damaged Fence        
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EXHIBIT #3: Quarry Lake 
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EXHIBIT #4: Madison Jumping into the Quarry Lake 
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EXHIBIT #5: No Trespassing Sign   
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EXHIBIT #6: Security Log Reports for Blume Development Corp. Property (Page 1 of 4) 
 

BLUME DEVELOPMENT 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CORPORATION PROPERTY 
 

SECURITY LOG REPORT 
 

DATE DAY TIME SECURITY DESCRIPTION
4/1/17 Saturday  Higbe advised me to keep a log book for my visits and 

security checks of areas around Town Lake.  This is the log 
book for the quarry. 

4/1/17 Saturday 8:04am I walked the entire perimeter of the fence around the quarry 
lake and saw no holes or damage to the fence. No people were 
present on the property. I picked up a small amount of trash 
outside of fence, including empty soda cans and some food 
wrappers. 

4/10/17 Monday 8:15am I walked the entire fence line around the quarry lake. I picked 
up trash (candy wrappers) and checked fence for holes and 
damage but found none. I did see one person present, Avery 
Marks, who I briefly spoke with after Marks nearly scared me 
to death! I advised Marks the area was private property to call  

    the number on the “No Trespassing” signs if there was 
something to report. Marks complained I was not doing 
enough…Go figure. 

4/11/17 Tuesday 7:55am I walked the outside fence line around the quarry lake. There 
were no trash and no people present at the quarry lake. I did 
see kids riding bikes through the woods planned for Enclave 
and Estates. I notified Higbe about the young bike riders. 

4/14/17 Friday 3:15pm I walked around the entire fence line. There was no trash and 
no persons present. I did find one “No Trespassing” sign on 
the ground near the west side of the fence. The sign appears to 
have been torn down from the fence. I advised Higbe of the 
sign down and I put in a work order to have it reattached. 

4/15/17 Saturday 12:15pm I arrived at the property to walk the fence line and heard kids’ 
voices. I went inside the fence line and discovered four kids 
were inside the fence line playing near the quarry lake. I 
sternly instructed them to leave and never return. I also made 
them take their trash before leaving, and recommended they  
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EXHIBIT #6: Security Log Reports for Blume Development Corp. Property (Page 2 of 4) 

 
DATE DAY TIME SECURITY DESCRIPTION
   go to Town Lake Park instead. I advised Higbe of the entire 

situation. I also walked the entire fence line and discovered 
no holes or damage to the fence. 

4/21/17 Friday 8:00am I walked around the fence line and saw part of the fence had 
been detached from support poles near the northern side of 
the quarry lake. Metal rings, which attached the fence to 
the support poles, were on the ground near the fence and 
looked damaged. I temporarily fixed the fence with a zip tie.  

   I spotted Avery marks walking near the fence line again, 
but Marks disappeared before I could start a conversation. 
No other people were present. I put in a work order to fix the 
fence. 

4/26/17 Wednesday 8:15am I walked inside the fence line and inspected repairs to fence 
and support poles. Fence was sturdy. I picked up soda cans 
and food wrappers found a few feet inside the fence line. I 
checked the entire fence again, but no further damage was 
found. 

4/30/17 Sunday 1:25pm I arrived at the property and heard kids’ voices again. I 
entered through the access gate – found at least ten kids 
walking around inside the fence line - mostly HS kids. 
They all ran away when they heard me yelling in their 
direction. I don’t know how they got in or out. I also caught  

   another six kids swimming in the quarry lake and escorted 
them off the property through the locked access gate. I told 
the kids to stay away and that swimming in the quarry 
lake was dangerous. I advised Higbe we should call school 
principals or PTAs to warm them about the quarry lake. 

5/6/17 Saturday 4:45pm I was driving by the property and noticed kids hanging out 
near the fence on the east side. I honked my horn and the 
kids scattered. I inspected the fence where the kids were 
hanging out and saw the fence had been detached from the 
support poles again – just like the last time, but a different  
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EXHIBIT #6: Security Log Reports for Blume Development Corp. Property (Page 3 of 4) 
 

DATE DAY TIME SECURITY DESCRIPTION
   place. I put in a work order to fix the fence damage and 

Higbe advised me more “No Trespassing” signs were needed. 
I purchased six new signs from the local hardware store to be 
installed. 

5/9/17 Tuesday 10:00am I had new “No Trespassing” signs installed and walked 
around the entire fence line, which hasn’t fixed yet – but 
work order in. No trash and no people were present other than 
Avery Marks again. I tried to talk to Marks, but Marks 
walked way without speaking to me. 

5/15/17 Monday 8:15am I walked around the fence line and discovered another area 
where the fence had been detached from the support pole. I 
submitted a work order for the fence to be fixed, which 
should take place later this week. Small amounts of trash 
were picked up. I found an old but useable fishing pole  

   outside the fence line. Higbe said I could keep the fishing 
pole. 

5/26/17 Friday 3:40pm I could hear kids’ voices from the road as I drove by with my 
windows down. I went inside the fence line but could not 
find anyone. No trash was found and there was no damage 
to the fence line. I walked the entire fence twice to be sure. I 
also double checked the new fence rings. Maybe I am  

   hearing things. The drone should be here soon to monitor the 
property more efficiently. It should be arriving in a couple of 
weeks. Casey is going to teach me how to fly the drone.     

6/1/17 Thursday 12:45pm I stopped at the quarry lake on my way back from lunch 
and spotted four kids inside the fence line. I called the police 
who scolded the kids with no official action taken. 

6/2/17 Friday 9:15am I walked the entire fence line inside and out. No people were 
present during my walk. I went inside the fence line and 
found a long-knotted rope swing hanging from a tree the 
kids must have left behind the last time they trespassed. I 
cut the rope swing down and threw the rope away even  
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EXHIBIT #6: Security Log Reports for Blume Development Corp. Property (Page 4 of 4) 
 

DATE DAY TIME SECURITY DESCRIPTION
   though it seemed like a nice rope. I told Higbe again the 

importance of reaching out to PTA’s about the quarry lake 
before students are released for summer. 

6/9/17 Friday 3:35pm I observed several kids stopped on their bikes down Chalk 
Lane near 140th Street. They were looking down at the 
quarry lake in the distance through the woods. When the 
kids spotted me, they rode away. No other people were present 
near the quarry lake. 

6/10/17 Saturday 1:30pm An ambulance and police car were present at the quarry lake 
on 145th Street. A trespassing kid jumped off the rock ledge 
and has passed away. I heard he broke his neck. EMTs broke 
the lock on the access gate to the quarry lake and a new lock 
for the gate will be purchased today. A couple of kids found  

   trespassing with the injured kid showed me and the police 
officer the tree jumped from using a rope swing and hole in 
the fence used to access quarry. They had covered the hole 
with one of the “No Trespassing” signs. I wasn’t able to 
remove the rope swing since the police officer was  

   investigating the accident. While there, the police officer was 
updated that Charlie Fields had died. I updated Higbe and 
advised Higbe that a taller fence with razor wire and 
electricity was necessary to stop trespassing. 
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EXHIBIT #7: Terry Sutton’s Tweets    
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EXHIBIT #8: Swimming Danger Poster 
 

 
 


